Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: #78B 

Congregation of Lord Jesus Christ: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator and Sustainer of all Things!
Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him with Psalm 148 
We will profess our faith using the Nicene Creed on page 6. Please be seated. 

Song of continued dedication: #216 “In Christ Alone” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer, let’s bow our heads, hearts and souls before the Lord: 
Pray an appropriate prayer focusing on the needs of the community and congregation. 
SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 11:32-12:2
God is the giver of all good gifts, let us therefore trust him with our needs as we generously bring before the Lord his tithes and our additional free-will offerings: Deacons 

Let’s continue by singing a song of preparation: Psalm 389 “Lord Speak that I May Speak” vss 1-3,5

SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 LD 21 Sermon Title: “What is THE Church” 
Let us now sing a song of response: Psalm 366 “Go Forth for God” 

May the God the Father bless you and keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance towards you and give you peace! AMEN

Our Doxology will be: #525 
Evening Sermon: “What is THE Church?”



Heidelberg #21
Text: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
Reading:   Hebrews 11:32-12:2,   
Introduction:
 How often do you stop to consider how amazing the human body really is? Probably not that often! But I want you to stop and think about that with me tonight… The Human body was designed to grow organically – together, each part growing out from the center to the farthest extremities. Apart from the occasional breakdown, the parts of the human body function wonderfully together! The fingertips relate information to your brain about temperature, pressure, the speed of the wind or the roughness of a piece of wood. Your brain doesn’t have to hop out of your head, waddle-roll down your arm and touch something for you to know what it feels like. You just have to touch it with your hand and you know – instantly! 


Just think about all that has to happen for you to pick up a flower to smell it… or if you have allergies like me, consider picking up a glass of wine or your favorite food… You can pick things up as each finger closes at the same time – gripping the object with comparable pressure and the muscles, joints and bones of the arm work in unison to bring that object up to your face, where a relatively useless looking blob of tissue (*nose) works to evaluate the scent of the air coming from that object ( and that air only comes into your nose through the operation of your lungs in your chest which inhale that air both to breathe and to facilitate smelling that rose/merlot or pickle). 
Hmm… Wonderful! And all of that worked because of God’s beautiful joining of the members of our bodies!
God’s creation of the Body is AMAZING isn’t it?! And we are only talking about minor little things that we do… we aren’t even talking about walking or running or mountain climbing and all the functions going on at the same time to make the whole unit work together! 

Now, in the same way, I also want you to consider how AMAZING God’s Church is! For we are the body of Christ… and when we each function and live as God commands in His Word – we too can end up doing amazing things together! As each member does his/her part, giving, serving, or planning – Hospitals are built, orphanages are started, preachers and missionaries are trained and shipped off to distant corners of the world! Something you could not do all on your own is possible through the body of Christ! 

WE as a church are even more of a masterpiece than the human body – for the human body only has one brain which controls the members. But in the church, we have One Christ leading/guiding all through His Spirit – but in each individual piece of this body – we have distinct Brains, preferences, strengths and weaknesses – AND YET, God still works mighty deeds through this body! He molds and shapes and directs very different personalities to get along, to grow in friendship/forgiveness; ministry/care, and ALL to accomplish the impossible through the leading and blessing of the Holy Spirit!! HOW AWESOME IS THAT?!!
Tonight, and next Sunday… we will be looking at this amazing Church that God created as we examine the doctrine of LD21 and 1 Corinthians 12-13… the Church as the Body of Christ. And that leads us to our theme: There is ONE Body of Christ, and that body is found in each faithful local church.    X2
Now, some of you are good at logic and thinking things through consistently, and you are probably thinking… “Wait a minute! If there is One Body of Christ, then you can’t have that one body in every faithful church!!” I know…
But I disagree… As we look at the text before us for this evening (and the whole NT) … you will see that God frequently speaks of individual congregations being the Church/the body of Christ, as well as the universal invisible church being the body of Christ. It is not either/or… IT IS BOTH!! And if true, then that has massive implications for the way we live and act… There is 1 body of Christ, and that body is found in each faithful local church!
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Universal Body of Christ
II. The Local Body of Christ

We’ll spend most time under 1st, and 2nd will 
Let’s begin with:







be an intro to LD21 part 2 next week
I. The Universal Body of Christ      
(REPEAT)
As we get started, we need to give some background information about the term “the Universal Church.”

When talking about “THE CHURCH” – we are not talking about a building, it is the gathering of God’s people. The word translated church in the NT is the word Ecclesia, which literally means, Assembly or crowd. So, we could almost call ourselves the Crowd of Christ and it would literally/logically be the same title as the Church of Christ (as in the Biblical meaning of the Church of Christ – not the denomination).

That is important… for too often when you challenge an individual Christian about their affiliation with a church, they will say – I am a member of the body of Christ – I belong to the Church Universal – but I don’t attend any organized church. But a single solitary member of the universal crowd doesn’t make logical sense! I have often heard the explanation that you can’t be a member of the Rotary Club International – without first being a member of a local Rotary club in town! I am not sure if that is actually true… but the principle is sound – How could a person be a member of the Church Universal if not a member of a local church? What is this Universal Church? 
  Well, that is what we have to establish first… Where does the Bible describe such a thing?! 

 We see this first here in our text… vs.12-14 READ

Here Paul appears to be speaking generically about how all different kinds of people are united and connected into ONE entity when they trust in Christ. It is the Holy Spirit who makes the dead sinner alive in Christ and gives them saving faith – and so, Paul speaks of us being baptized into One body – having drunk from ONE Spirit! 
If you have your Bibles open, flip over to the left a bit to 1 Corinthians 1 – Let’s read vs.1-2 READ
Now, Paul does something neat there… He identifies the local group of believers there in Corinth as the “Church of God in Corinth” – THEY are the Church/the Assembly of God in that place because they were those who were sanctified in Christ Jesus … but then Paul goes further and connects those believers to All others!


For they were called to be saints together with all those who in EVERY place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! So, there is a sense in which there is a crowd or church of all believers which is unseen since they are in different places all around the world. And we are united with them because we share the Same Savior and Head Jesus Christ – and we have the one Spirit in each of us! As Paul says in Ephesians 4, there is one body and One Spirit, just as you were called to One Hope… One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One God and Father of all and over all!

And we saw the same principle in our reading from Hebrews 11 also… vs.39-40… Having listed a ton of OT saints, who had trusting in the coming Messiah… we read, And all these, having gained approval thru their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, (LISTEN UP) SO THAT APART FROM US THEY SHOULD NOT BE MADE PERFECT! Therefore,  (since that is true) since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let’s run our race well! What is the author to the Hebrews saying? ALL believers Past, Present, JEW and Gentile are being saved for the same purpose and time – when at the Final Resurrection at Jesus’ 2nd coming, we will all be made perfect – TOGETHER! The Universal Church is the collection not of all the people LIVING who trust in Christ, but ALL the people who have ever trusted in Christ! 
Question 54 of our catechism puts it well.
What do you believe concerning the Holy Catholic/Universal Christian Church?

I believe that the Son of God, out of the WHOLE Human race, from the Beginning of the world to its End,

Gathers, Defends and Preserves for Himself, By His Spirit and Word, in the unity of the true faith…


A Church Chosen to everlasting life. 

And I believe that I am and forever shall remain a living member of it! 

To be a true Christian, or in the past before Christ, to be a true Jew, means that a person is a part of that Universal Church! Past, Present and Future, Jew or Gentile, Slave or Free – All who genuinely trust/trusted in the Messiah to come or who has come = All of them will be saved!

And that group includes more than just Reformed Christians, or Baptist Christians or Pentecostal Christians or any other kind of Christians… It is a group made up of all who are united in Christ by the Holy Spirit!


And I think that changes the way we view other churches. 

For, we will be spending eternity with believers from all nationalities and all cultures and all different types of doctrinal beliefs! Now, it is true that some churches teach false doctrines which if truly believed would result in their damnation…. BECAUSE those doctrines are incompatible with the Gospel (like oil and water, they cannot mix) – and yet, I have known some brothers and sisters in Christ who were real Christians – and yet, they were members of the Roman Catholic Church!! THE Roman Catholic Church does not preach the true and complete Gospel of Christ! And it is not a safe place for a Christian to grow and mature… and yet, Christians are still found there!

Why do I say all this? Am I saying that we should ignore church or doctrinal affiliations? 









No! but we should care MOST about the Gospel! We should accept fellow believers in Jesus as brothers and sisters in Christ! We should respect and value them. And where needed, we should learn from them, and humbly share with them what we know! As Luke put it in Acts 18 – we may need to teach them the way of the Lord more adequately/accurately – just as Priscilla and Aquila did for Apollos! But we do so gently and with respect – realizing that we have as much to learn as they do… We may know some doctrine – many of you do and many of you don’t! But other Christians have other strengths, and when we interact with them, we have to be humble and keen to learn as well as share what we have learned! For we all share one body, Spirit, Hope, Lord, Faith, Baptism, One God/Father!
And YET… All that unity with other believers in NO way abolishes or belittles the importance of the individual local church… and we see that in vs.27, which leads us to our SECOND point:

II. The Local Body of Christ       (REPEAT)
Let’s READ vs.27
Wait a second… who is Paul talking to here?
 AS we read in chapter 1 – this is a letter specifically to a local church in Corinth. A specific group of known individuals who had strengths/weaknesses – strong points and serious sin. And Paul has been writing to them about unity and how they are all supposed to be acting toward sinners in their midst (chapter 6 – put them out if they don’t repent) and how they are to repent of their horrible Lord’s Supper issues and their abuse of worship in vs.1-11… and then when he comes to our text, He explains how the whole body of Christ works… 
And it would have been very easy for those Christians in Corinth to say, “Hey, this isn’t for me and this doesn’t tell me how to act towards Bob down the row, it is for how I treat Christians in other places and other churches…” They could have walked away from the church and claimed to be members of the universal body of Christ… but Paul doesn’t allow such interpretations… because right there in vs.27 – he says, YOU – the people to whom I am writing… You this group of drunken Lord’s Supper celebrators, immoral man approving Christians – YOU PEOPLE (Plural) ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST! And each of you are the individual members of that body!
Paul doesn’t say, you there in Corinth are the big toe in the universal body of Christ! NO! Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, declares the truth of God that this local congregation, this assembly of fellow Christians, IS THE BODY OF CHRIST!

God has created this Body! And He has appointed a structure of authority in that Church, and apart from being in that structure – you are apart from this gift and protection of Christ!

If you belong to Christ BY FAITH, then you must belong to Christ’s body as it is seen and operates at a local level! And you must realize that all which is taught here about the way the members of the body operate together, must apply to how you interact with fellow believers week in and week out!
And that is what we will be digging into next week… the essence of question 55 – the Communion of the Saints and all that that entails for the way we live, love and care for/with one another!


But the final thought I want to leave you with is this!


All true believers belong to Christ, and are parts of His body – and we are to love and care for all fellow members – and what more loving thing can we do, than to gently, humbly welcome them and accept them as brothers and sisters in the local body of Christ – our church?!      







How welcoming are you?! How hospitable? How understanding to new people, new clothes, new ideas?
May God open our eyes so that we might truly represent HIM to the Glory of Christ and the good of His Body! AMEN.
